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Around the block…again
Oh the agony. Long-standing CERA members will
recall some 17 planning applications – and three
appeals – for a whole sequence of highly damaging
schemes for 1 Westbury Road, and in its large
garden, which ran over several years. Eventually, a
plan to demolish and rebuild a (much enlarged) main
house was agreed, together with a swimming pool
complex and conversion of the coach house to guest
accommodation.

Many months ago, the property was put up for
sale and, what a surprise, failed to sell at £8.75
million. Now, plans have been submitted to the
Council to create 14 flats and an underground
car park on the site. As before, CERA and our
local members, together with other residents
and the Covenant Movement, are strongly
objecting to the proposals. Will Council planners
be as robust in defending the interests of the
many this time around?

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Traffic surge forecast

Street name plates roll-out

	
  

The Council has commissioned consultants to
prepare proposals for a scheme to prohibit
through traffic on Mountfield Road. The scheme
anticipates substantial increases in evening
peak (16.00 – 19.00) vehicle flows on adjacent
streets, namely Jubilee Lane (sevenfold increase
as the only access route), Woodville Road
(almost double) and many more vehicles using
the upper part of Haven Lane, but we would
expect the effects to ripple out further, e.g. to
Corfton Road. Even worse, these proposals do
not appear to have taken account of the huge
extra volumes of traffic which would be brought
to an ever wider area if the proposed 1,000pupil secondary school were to be built on the
	
  
former Barclays Sports Ground.

Now that CERA’s project has completed the
restoration of the surviving original cast iron street
name plates, we are moving on to the next phase,
which is to introduce reproduction plates where the
originals are missing. This has been agreed for
funding by the Ealing Broadway Ward Forum, and
we have proposed numerous locations for name
plates in roads north of Haven Green. The new
plates will be installed directly on walls, rather than
on posts, ensuring that street clutter is reduced
whilst maintaining the original design.
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Minister calls in town centre development
Although the 9-42 The Broadway development was
approved by our Council and the GLA, central
government has listened to the chorus of
objections from CERA, SEC, Historic England and
others and, as a result, has called-in the scheme.
This means that the Secretary of State will decide if
the development can go ahead, following a Public
Inquiry to be held next year. This is the second
call-in Inquiry on this site in the last 7 years.
A major reason behind the call-in is to establish
whether the proposed development is consistent
with Government policies relating to conserving
and enhancing the historic environment. Historic
England considers this to be very important and
are treating the Ealing scheme as a test case for
other areas of London.
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There are many significantly inappropriate and
unacceptable aspects of the scheme, to which
CERA strongly objects. The particular aspects of
the scheme that our submissions at the call-in
Public Inquiry will focus on are:
•
•

•

the high density of development and the type
of environment that would result,
the inappropriateness of an 18 - storey tower
block in central Ealing in the heart of the Town
Centre Conservation Area and dominating the
Haven Green Conservation Area,
the inappropriateness of frontages up to 9storeys high along the scheme’s eastern side,
facing the station, sweeping away an attractive
mix of existing 2-4 storey frontages,

continued on page 2…
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calls in town centre development….cont.

the demolition of almost all existing buildings of
local interest on the site and the creation of a new
frontage to The Broadway, incorporating just one
small existing building and only a couple of other
facades, and

•

…and cut again

the effect of such a tall, large scheme on views
along roads and from homes in the Mount Park
and Montpelier Conservation Areas to the north
of Haven Green.
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Flash - all change at the cinema site

	
   It has just been announced that the cinema site has
been sold by Land Securities, the Council’s long-term
	
   partner, to St George, the developer of Dickens Yard.
Will this mean a scheme redesign and yet more
	
  
delays before a cinema is built?
	
  

Will the shops remain empty as at Dickens Yard? Will
it mean taller and bigger blocks of flats to improve
viability? Hopefully this will become clearer over the
next few weeks, but this is beginning to feel like a
never ending saga.

The Council has also announced that, from mid
2017, the Central Library will move to much
smaller premises above Primark as the existing
accommodation is taken over for retail use.
Around two-thirds of the book stock will be sold
off and some facilities will be moved to West
Ealing Library.
It is claimed that this arrangement will last for five
years until permanent premises are available perhaps in the intended redevelopment of the
Perceval House site. Believe that when it happens!
Meanwhile the existing first floor premises will be
converted to retail use by the landlords British
Land and will probably be linked with space below to create a large new store.

	
   Cut…
	
   Some 2,500 events a year are at risk after the
Council decided to close the Town Hall in 2017 for
	
   two years of alterations. Once this is complete, the
western end of the Grade II listed building will be
	
  
leased for 245 years to Mastcraft for a ‘boutique’
	
   hotel which is planned to include a fitness centre and
other facilities including a cocktail bar with bistro at
	
   the back, facing onto the western end of Dickens
Yard.
	
  

The Council Chamber would be retained together
with use of the Victoria Hall for perhaps 10 occasions
each year. Meanwhile Council services will be moved
to other (unspecified) locations. In return, the
company will undertake to maintain the fabric of the
building.
Ealing residents are trying to have the Town Hall
designated as a Community Asset to be run for the
benefit of local people. This means they will have to
present an alternative
to the current plan,
showing how it can be
financially sustainable
in the longer term,
covering the cost of
refurbishment and
annual maintenance.

	
  

Haven Green
CERA’s initiative to ensure that reproductions of the
original 1897 cast iron railings would be sited to
protect the grass behind the bus shelters along the
diagonal road has borne fruit. But it was a close run
thing when, in mid-January, we discovered the
contractors installing utilitarian concrete posts.
However, the outcome would be still more pleasing
if the Council watered the turf laid behind!

On a more frustrating note, yet another Planning
Inspector has been assigned to look into the
Council’s actions in respect of the Green. Having
unilaterally taken a lozenge of Common Land to
build part of the cycle hub, the Council has applied
retrospectively to de-register this part of the Green
and proposes no replacement area. Friends of
Haven Green and CERA hope that, as with the two
previous Inquiries, this will lead to another ruling
against the Council.
And finally, the Crossrail eyesore on Green, opposite
the station is turning out to be a much bigger
eyesore than promised a year ago – the single
storey building promised has turned into an ugly
three storey one and there may be more to
come………………..!

Another CERA initiative to create wildflower areas
has been largely successful, particularly inside the
northern boundary.
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